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All of the scriptures in the Holy Bible are important. The Apostle Paul
tells us that “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Timothy 3:16-17). In the New Testament Scriptures, there are two
passages that followers of Jesus call the Great Commandment and the
Great Commission. Both of these passages record the words of Jesus.
Jesus taught about the greatest commandment to a crowd of people
when one man asked him which commandment was most important.
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The passage we call the Great Commission is the last words Jesus
spoke to His remaining eleven disciples before returning to His Father
in Heaven. Both of these passages are very important to followers of
Jesus. We should know and understand these two teachings from
Jesus, but most importantly, we should be obedient to the Great
Commandment and the Great Commission.
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Like all Scripture, it is best to study these two passages with a group.
This teaching is designed to be read and discussed with a small group.
Please gather a small group together and read or listen to this
teaching. Then, discuss the questions together. God’s Holy Spirit can
empower each of us to understand God’s Scripture and share it with
others.
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The Great Commandment
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1.1 Jesus was in the city of Jerusalem the week before He died on
the cross. During that week, the Jewish religious leaders tried to
trap Jesus in his words (Matthew 22:15). They wanted to accuse
him of a serious crime and have him killed (Matthew 26:3-4).
Many religious leaders were asking difficult questions hoping
Jesus would make a mistake. One teacher of the religious law saw
Jesus giving good answers to each of their questions. He then
asked a question of his own:
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Mark 12:28-34

The Greatest Commandment

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him,
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.” The second is this: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.” There is no commandment greater than
these.”

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying
that God is one and
there is no other but
him. To love him with
all your heart, with all
your understanding and
with all your strength,
and to love your
neighbor as yourself is
more important than all
burnt offerings and
sacrifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that
he had answered wisely,
he said to him, “You are
not far from the
kingdom of God.” And
from then on no one
dared ask him any more
questions.
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Read that scripture one more time together as a group. Then
discuss these questions:

What does this Scripture teach about God?

What is the meaning of these two commandments?
How can you obey these commandments?

Who can you share these commandments with?

BN~

If you are studying this together in a group, this is a good place to
stop. Make a plan for your group to meet again soon and begin
the next lesson starting at 1.2.
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1.2 The Great Commandment can be found in the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke. (Matthew 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-31, and Luke
10:25-28). In the three Gospels, the commandments are the same. In
Mark’s Gospel, he records Jesus answering the man by saying, “‘Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” These are not new words
that Jesus is saying. The crowd around him was mostly Jewish people,
and they knew these words very well. Jesus was quoting from a very
famous scripture passage in the Jewish Scriptures that Christians call
the Old Testament. The passage that Jesus was quoting from is called
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the “Shema.” Jewish people call this passage the Shema because
the first word in their language is ‘shema’ which means “to listen
or obey.” For thousands of years, and even today, Jewish people
recite these words in their daily prayers. To better understand
what Jesus teaches in the Great Commandment, we can also study
the Shema Passage in Deuteronomy 6:4-9.

Shema Israel
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and your gates.

Read that scripture one more time together as a group, then
discuss these questions:

What does this Scripture teach about God?
What does God ask his people to do?

How can you obey these commandments?
Who can you share this Scripture with?

A\
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Jesus begins the most important commandment: "Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” God is very great. He made
the world and everything in it. God is present everywhere; he sees
all people and knows everything. He depends on nothing and is
holy and completely separated from sin. God has all power. Since
there cannot be two gods who are each all-powerful, Yahweh God
alone is God. Because Yahweh God is the only one God, who
created and loves us, we must love Him with all that we are. How
do we show our love and respect to God? Jesus said, “If you love
me, keep my commands” (John 14:15).

14
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That is what we read in Deuteronomy, too. God says, “Love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength.” God wants us to love him with our whole being, with
everything we do, say, think, and dream about for the future. Then,
in the next verse, God tells us how we love him by keeping God’s
commands in our hearts and minds.
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In the Shema passage, we can see three important truths that are
connected. First, Yahweh God is the only one God. Second,
because He is the only God, we should love him. Third, to show
our love to Him, we should obey His commands. In the same way
that we love God with all of our heart, soul, and strength, we
must obey God’s commands in every area of our life. There is no
way to keep a secret from God. He sees everything. That is why
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God commands us to keep His commands in our hearts and teach
them to our children. He wants us to talk about them when we sit
inside our house and walk outside. His Word should be what we
talk about when we lie down and when we get up. God’s Word
should fill our lives.

More importantly, we don’t just think about and discuss God's
commandments but obey them. God’s Word should change how
we work, play, and relax. It should change how we treat other
people. That is why the Shema Scripture says we should tie God’s
commandments to our hands and foreheads. God’s
commandments should impact our work with our hands, where
our eyes look, what our tongue says, and what our mind thinks.
His Word changes our whole lifestyle.
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Finally, in writing God’s Word on our gates and door frames, we
are telling all who will hear that we are followers of God. To those
who come to our house, we want them to know that God is King
in our life; God is our King, and we obey His commandments.
After reading the Shema Scripture, we can understand the first
and most important commandment: we should love God and obey
His Word.

If you are studying this together in a group, this is a good place to
stop. Make a plan for your group to meet again soon and begin the
next lesson starting at 1.3.
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The Second Commandment
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1.3 The teacher of the law asked Jesus, “Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?” Instead of
answering with just one commandment, Jesus responds with two
connected commandments. He said, “The second is this: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” Again Jesus is quoting from the Old
Testament. These words come from Leviticus 19:18. Jesus brings
these two commandments together from the Old Testament
because these two commandments cannot be separated.

19



A7) G RN R gy 3] A RN A IR RGR BRG] A7 &
RN RY VIR T GG AAFEFHI I N A SA
A< S ANEER N AAR Wr & AN SR & ARGR 3g 1A Say
ﬁﬁﬁ'&%ﬂ'&'gm’q%qun@ﬁamq@wxziﬁ'ﬁg'aam'q%qnaﬁag'g'
WRG A AT

QGEEARAAG 4 §R 19 FV 2AFGRAJNAR 7))

In the Apostle John’s letter, he writes, “We love because he first
loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister
is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And
he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also
love their brother and sister.” (1 John 4:19-21)




wz:'&'@N’E{:’%ﬁqa'@'&nqa’qch} "{qﬁaﬁxﬁ'a:ﬂ@mﬂ%ﬂ 5
ﬂ%ﬂ'&'@34N'Q%'Q'Q@Zi'ﬁﬁl\ra?q w:’:N’@zi'@'&'3&&\1’@'@@&'&'
%’5'317'@5'@%'%@211szﬂaq (ﬁ'k;'aﬁﬂgl?) 8K 34 AR 35 FRA
§<\r55'§q) %ﬂk\f%ﬁ'@%&ﬂ@:’&qqza'%R’zgmaagaagqgﬁ'

Jesus also talked about this when he gave this command to his
disciples, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples if you love one another.” (John
13:34-35). Many times in the Bible, we find this commandment
said in different ways, but what does it mean to love our
neighbor?

21
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In Luke’s Gospel, the teacher of the law asks another question.
He asks, “And who is my neighbor?”
In reply, Jesus said, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his
clothes, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the
man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a
Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he
saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after
him,” he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra
expense you may have.’

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man

who fell into the hands of robbers?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

(Lk 10:30-37)
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In the story, we read about a man going from Jerusalem to
Jericho. Both of these cities are in Israel. The man who was
traveling was probably a Jewish man. After the man was attacked,
the first two men who come by are a priest and a Levite. A priest
was considered a good person because of the job he had. A Levite
was considered a good person because of his family’s name. Only
people from the family line of Levi could become priests. The third
person to arrive is from the country of Samaria. In those days,
people from Israel considered people from Samaria religious
outcasts that didn’t follow God.

24
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With that understanding, go back a read the story one more time
and discuss the answers to the following questions:
1. What does this Scripture teach about people?
2. Why does Jesus tell this story?
3. After studying this story, how can you obey the
commandment to love your neighbor as yourself?
4. Who can you share this Scripture with?
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Jesus makes it clear in this story that your “neighbor” is everyone
you meet. We should show love to everyone we meet by treating
them well. We should consider people from different villages,
people groups, and countries our neighbors. In the same way, we
should think of rich people and poor people, people with high
status and low status, and people from different religions as our
neighbors as well. We should show love to all of them.

If you are studying this together in a group, this is a good place to
stop. Make a plan for your group to meet again soon and begin
the next lesson starting at 1.4.
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1.4 The apostle Paul wrote, “Let no debt remain outstanding,
except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves
others has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,”
“You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be,
are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law. (Romans 13:8-10).

The Apostle James wrote, “If you really keep the royal law found
in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right
(James 2:8).
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Jesus also said, “So in everything, do to others what you would
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets
(Matthew 7:12).

79

Read those three passages again, and discuss these questions:

What do we learn from these three passages?
What does it mean to love others?

What do you need to obey?

Who can you share these verses with?

BN~
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God has made it easy for us to know and understand the entire
law of God. We have to do two things: love God and love people.
How do we love God? By obeying His commands. How do we love
people? By doing to others what you would have them do to you.
It is simple to understand but sometimes challenging to do. Today,
pray and ask God to help you keep His commands. God will help
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you. God sent His Holy Spirit to every follower of Jesus to help
them and give them power. Paul tells us that “the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things, there is no law”
(Galatians 5:22-23). The power of God’s Holy Spirit helps us to
love.

Followers of Jesus are a part of God’s family along with all the other
followers of Jesus. God wants us to help each other follow Him
more closely. Therefore, it is important that we are a part of a group
of people that help each other and keep each other accountable to

God’s Great Commandment.
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After Jesus answered the religious law teacher’s question by giving
the two most important commandments, the teacher responded,
“Well said, teacher. You are right in saying that God is one and there
is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your
understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor
as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and
sacrifices.” The religious law teacher agreed with Jesus’ teaching
and also said that keeping those two most important
commandments is more important than all burnt offerings and

sacrifices. People from many different religions have different
practices and ceremonies.
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God also gave the Jewish people some religious practices that
would help them remember the most important things about God
and how people are supposed to live. But, like people all around
the world, the Jewish people would do religious practices, but
they didn’t love God and love people.

The religious law teacher understood that obedience is more

important than religious practices, offerings, and sacrifices. One of
the Jewish Prophets, Samuel, once said, “Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). Through another Jewish
prophet, Hosea, God said, “I desire steadfast love and not
sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”
(Hosea 6:6) Even today, many people like to do religious things
like burning incense and giving offerings, but what God really
wants is obedience. God wants us to obey the two most important
commandments to love God and love people.
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When Jesus saw that the religious law teacher had answered wisely,
he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Jesus
understood that the religious law teacher was close to being in the
kingdom of God and submitting his entire life to God’s authority.
What else did the religious law teacher have to do to be in the
kingdom of God? The same thing we all must do after we
understand God’s teaching: we must obey.

33



Qam'a'qqa@]

The Great Commission

21 AMAFA S| AGNAENNARTASGE RN 78] ABANR R
RRRRRENAY ﬁz:w:'ﬁz:'aq'qﬁq'ﬁ@:ﬂaﬁx&I aﬁqgﬂxﬁﬁ'@'
BN AR N RgyE A3 A %qam?%m@%:&ﬁ:iﬁN’R:’Eﬁ'ﬁ'qgﬂmﬁfm'
N5 QNAR AT (ARR AR 6R 3)

2.1 Jesus taught the Great Commandment to a large crowd of
people. Some people in that crowd were followers of Jesus and
some were not. A few days after He taught those two most
important commandments to the crowd in Jerusalem, Jesus
willingly gave up his life as a sacrifice for all people, and was
killed on the cross. Three days later he rose again. His spirit not
only came back to life, but also his body. Luke tells us in Acts that,
“He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about
the kingdom of God.” (Acts 1:3)
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At the time Jesus came back to life there were 11 remaining
disciples from Jesus’ 12 closest disciples. This is because Judas,
the disciple that betrayed Jesus, had killed himself because he
regretted betraying Jesus. (Matthew 27:3-10) The first time Jesus
appeared to his disciples after he rose from the dead, one of the
disciples wasn’t there.
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John wrote about it in his gospel saying, “Now Thomas, one of the
twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I
will never believe.” Eight days later, his disciples were inside again,
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put
out your hand, and place it on my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said
to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:24-29)
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Read that passage above one more time. Then, discuss the
following questions:
1. Why do you think Thomas doubted?
2. Do you think Jesus was angry at Thomas for doubting?
3. What do we learn about believing without seeing?

4

v .
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Jesus appeared to His disciples many times. Jesus ate with them,
let His disciples touch him, and taught them many things (Luke
24:36-49). Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he gave his
remaining eleven disciples a commission sending them out to
proclaim God’s kingdom to the whole world. This is what we call
the Great Commission.
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The beginning of the Great Commission is found in Matthew

28:16-17. It says, “Then, the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the

mountain where Jesus had told them to go.When they saw him,

they worshiped him; but some doubted.”

Read those two verses again and try to imagine the scene in your

head or draw it on a piece of paper. Discuss the following questions:
1. What do we learn about the disciples in these two verses?

2. What kind of doubts do you think some of the disciples had?
3. Do you think the eleven disciples were perfect?

We don’t know how many of the disciples were doubting. We also
don’t know what they were doubting, but we can see clearly that
some of the disciples had doubts. At the same time, they worshipped
Jesus and obeyed his command to come and meet him. Therefore, the
disciples were not perfect and did not have perfect faith, but they
were being obedient. In the next section we will see that Jesus gave
the most important job to this imperfect group of disciples.
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If you are studying this together in a group, this is a good place to
stop. Make a plan for your group to meet again soon and begin the
next lesson starting at 2.2.
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2.2 All Authority
The Great Commission

Then, the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:16-20)
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Please read through the Great Commission one more time and
discuss the following questions:

1.

e

Jesus knew that some of the disciples had doubts, but He

gave them the most important job. Why do you think He did
this?

. What does it mean that “All authority in heaven and on earth

has been given to Jesus?

|s there anything that is outside His authority?

Because Jesus has been given all authority, He tells His
disciples to “Therefore, go and make disciples.” What does it
mean to go in Jesus’ authority?

. Who can you share this Scripture with?
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Jesus has many different titles in the Gospels. Sometimes he is
called the Messiah, Lord, the Son of God, and also the Son of
Man. To understand the title of the Son of Man we have to read
the words God spoke through the prophet Daniel:

In my vision at night | looked, and there before me was one like a
son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached
the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given
authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of
every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will
never be destroyed.

(Daniel 7:13-14).
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Jesus spoke of himself as the Son of Man many times in Matthew’s
Gospel. The last time was after Jesus was arrested and when he was
standing before the Jewish high priest and the teachers of the law.
They were looking for some excuse to Kkill Jesus. The high priest said
to Jesus, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are
the Messiah, the Son of God.” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I
say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of

heaven.” (Matthew 26:63-64). The Jewish priests understood that
Jesus was saying He was the Son of Man from the prophet Daniel’s
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vision. These words made the Jewish priests very angry because
they understood that Jesus was claiming to be God, and they did
not believe him. They were so angry that they killed him.

Now, some days later in the Great Commission, Jesus once again
speaks words similar to Daniel chapter 7. He has now proven that
He is the Son of Man by raising from the dead and standing
before His disciples. He tells them that the prophecy spoken
through Daniel more than 500 years earlier has been partly
fulfilled saying, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me.” Jesus is the Son of Man that has been given all
authority, glory, and power. All nations and peoples of every
language will worship him, and His kingdom will never be
destroyed.
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In the Great Commission, Jesus is sending out His disciples. He is
sending them based on His authority. He is the Son of Man; the King
that stands far above all other political or earthly leaders. There is no
authority that doesn’t belong to him.

If you are studying this together in a group, this is a good place to
stop. Make a plan for your group to meet again soon and begin the
next lesson starting at 2.3.

e
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2.3 Therefore, go!

Then, the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:16-20)

Read through the Great Commission one more time and then
discuss the following questions:

1. What do we learn about Jesus’ plan in these verses?

2. What is the difference between going to make disciples and
inviting someone to come and hear about Jesus?
Do you think there is a difference between making a believer
and making a disciple?
Who do you think has the authority to baptize?
What does it mean to “teach them to obey?”
Who is this commandment for?
How can you obey the Great Commission this week?

W
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Jesus now commands His imperfect and sometimes doubting
disciples to go and make disciples of all people groups. What is a
disciple? A disciple is a student or follower of a teacher or leader.
Jesus is the leader and teacher, and disciples of Jesus are His
students and followers. A disciple of Jesus learns from Jesus and
obeys His commands.

How did Jesus make disciples? When Jesus called His disciples,
He said, “Follow me.” Jesus invited His disciples to come with
him, live with him, see what he did, hear what he said, and do the
same. Jesus taught with His words, but He also modeled with His
actions. Jesus showed His disciples how to live by being a perfect
example.
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Jesus would also allow His disciples to do the ministry of the
Kingdom of God while He assisted them. We see the disciples
actively engaged in Jesus’ ministry throughout the Gospels. For
example, they baptized new disciples (John 4:2), cast out demons
(Matt. 17:14-20), and were a part of Jesus’ many other miracles
like feeding the five thousand (Matthew 14:13-21). Peter also
walked on the water with Jesus (Matthew 14:22-36), and the
disciples brought in the miraculous catch of fish (John 21:1-14).
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There were other times when Jesus sent out His disciples: He sent
out the 12 disciples in Matthew 10 and the 72 disciples in Luke
10. The disciples proclaimed the coming of the Kingdom of God
without Jesus’ assistance and then reported back to Jesus on their
experiences.

Finally, in the Great Commission, we see Jesus sending out His
disciples to carry on God’s work without Jesus being with them
physically. The disciples would always have access to Jesus
through prayer, and they would have His Spirit with them, but
Jesus was leaving them physically.
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Jesus is the perfect model for us in disciple-making. Our lives
should also model what it looks like to be a follower of Jesus. We
should teach people to follow Jesus’ perfect example. Next, we
should assist new disciples as they obey God and do the ministry.
A disciple is not fully obedient to Jesus unless they do God’s
ministry. As the disciple grows, we need to step away further and
only watch and advise. Finally, the time will come when we leave
the new disciple to follow Jesus without our assisting or watching.
This example is how Jesus made disciples and how we can make
disciples today.
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Jesus commands His disciples to make disciples of all people
groups. This is God’s plan! People from every “nation, tribe,
people and language” (Revelation 7:9) will become Jesus’
disciples. Jesus said, “and this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and
then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14).

In the process of making disciples, Jesus commands them to do
two things: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything Jesus
commanded them.
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Baptism is a physical representation of a spiritual decision. Paul
writes to the Romans, “don’t you know that all of us who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:3-4). Baptism
is a commitment to “taking off our old selves and its practices and
putting on the new self which is being renewed in knowledge in
the image of its Creator” (Colossians 3:9-10). That means baptism
isn’t for those who have become perfect. Instead, baptism is for
those who desire to get rid of the old ways that lead to death and
follow Jesus’ way that leads to life.
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The second part of the command Jesus gave them was to “teach
them to obey everything I have commanded you.” The disciples
were commanded to teach new disciples to obey all the
commands and teachings Jesus gave His disciples while He was
with them. These new disciples don’t only need to gain knowledge
or understanding, they need to obey Jesus’ commands. True
disciples of Jesus obey His commands.

Those first disciples of Jesus made other disciples of Jesus and
taught them all of Jesus’ commands. That pattern has continued
through the years. Today, you are hearing Jesus’ final command
before He returned to His Father. The Great Commission is a
command for you also. All followers of Jesus must obey the Great
Commission.

55



Q'ﬁ”ﬁqéﬁaqﬁqz‘?amai:ﬁﬁ%ﬂ §Q'§q'§3'q:'qm'q%q'ﬁ:'iﬁA\q ~N
BXRARNFAR | w:‘gﬁq@qmqaq w:’g&'gqmﬁqaﬁq m:u‘ﬁ'a'
r@'riw aax'qnzw'é'@ﬁqﬁwa@xaﬁ'q?:’] gx'gm'%eg'ﬁ'ng%m:u’ﬁ'
TR 24 N 27)

Zﬁl\rs] El\la&?ﬁqéqugﬁ?&'aﬂj’agqmﬁ?ﬁwﬁg?q

Jesus concluded one of his teachings by saying, “Therefore
everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation
on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great
crash.” (Mt 7:24-27).

If you are studying this together in a group, this is a good place to
stop. Make a plan for your group to meet again soon and begin
the next lesson starting at 2.4.
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2.4 1 Will Be With You

The Great Commission concludes with, “And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” Jesus has given His 11
disciples a very big job: make followers of Jesus from every people
group all around the world! But, He reminds them that He will be
with them always.

Jesus was leaving them physically but He was sending them His
Holy Spirit. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all one in
perfect unity. Jesus was returning to His Father and sending the
Holy Spirit to live with His disciples.
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On the night that Jesus was betrayed, He was with His disciples
sharing a meal together. That night He taught them many things they
needed to know before He was arrested, killed, and three days later
raised to life again. While he was teaching them, he said, “Anyone
who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and
we will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who
does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are
not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. “All this I have
spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:23-27).
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Read the verses above again, and discuss the following questions:
1. What do we learn about Father God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit?
2. How do we learn about loving Jesus?
3. What does Jesus say the Holy Spirit will do?
4. Who can you share this Scripture with?
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In the book of Acts, we read about Jesus’ promise to send the Holy
Spirit. In Acts 1:4-9 it says, “On one occasion, while he was eating
with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem,
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard
me speak about. For John was baptized with water, but in a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Then they
gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not
for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said
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this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.

Jesus knew that without the Holy Spirit, his disciples would be
powerless to obey the Great Commission. But, with the Holy Spirit,
they were able to spread the news about God’s Kingdom to many
places. In the same way, we are also powerless to obey the Great
Commission without the Holy Spirit. But, God’s Holy Spirit makes it
possible for ordinary followers of Jesus to do extraordinary things!
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Not only does the Holy Spirit give us the power to obey God’s
commands and to be His witnesses, but does many other things for
the followers of Jesus:
« The Holy Spirit is our helper (John 14:16)
« The Holy Spirit dwells in you (Romans 8:9)
« The Holy Spirit produces good fruit in your life (Galatians
5:22-23)
« Teaches us all things and leads us into all truth (John 14:26
and 16:12)
Gives special abilities to followers of Jesus (1 Corinthians
12:7-11)
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The gift of the Holy Spirit is a very good gift! Jesus has kept His
promise and disciples today have the Holy Spirit living inside of
them. Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians
6:19).

If you are studying this together in a group, this is a good place to
stop. Make a plan for your group to meet again soon and study
the conclusion together.
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Conclusion

The Great Commandment and Great Commission are both very
important. They are the commands that Jesus has given us, and
together they are a guide for our lives. Look at the picture below
and consider how these commands fit together.
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Love God Love your neighbor
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Make disciples who obey
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It all starts with the first of the greatest commandments - to love
God. When we truly love God, then we will begin to love our
neighbor truly. When we genuinely love our neighbors, then we
want them to become obedient disciples of Jesus. We then teach
them to love God, love their neighbors, and make disciples who
obey.

This cycle is continuing today. More and more people are coming
into the Kingdom of God. They are being taught to love God, love
people, and make disciples who obey. God is accomplishing his
plan!
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Jesus told two short parables to explain how the Kingdom of God
grows. “Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What
shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and
planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds
perched in its branches.”

Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of
flour until it worked all through the dough.” (Luke 13:18-21).
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Read those two parables one more time and discuss the following
questions:
1. What do you learn about the kingdom of God from these two
parables?
2. How do the Great Commandment and Great Commission
relate with these two parables?
3. Who can you share these parables with?

The Great Commandment is a short and simple teaching. The
message is not complicated: love God and love people. However,
that simple message is powerful. Jesus said that “All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”(Matthew
22:40). That means all of the other commandments are
dependent on these two simple, short commandments.

67



AENRARNAY qam&'qqa'g'?ﬁw BB YR ARG IR A HAA RPN

gm'a'a'aﬂ w:’ﬁﬂ'@:’&'ﬁmatqma'igxmmgagqéﬁgaq Q'ﬁ:\r
AAE SE A GURA R F] AR T EARG W R R IR A

Then, later, Jesus gives His Great Commission to eleven ordinary
men that had their doubts. After all the teaching, incredible
miracles, and large crowds of people who fought to get close to
him and touch him, He commissions eleven imperfect men to
change the whole world.

The Kingdom of God works differently than the powers and
authorities on earth. A tiny seed or a small amount of yeast may
not seem to be very powerful when you first see them, but a tiny
seed becomes a large tree, and a little yeast can completely
change a large amount of flour. Jesus says the Kingdom of God is
like those things.
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2,000 years later, Jesus' Great Commandment to love is still the
most comprehensive moral teaching. The Great Commision that
started with only eleven disciples has grown to billions of disciples
today. Now, you have been given both of these life-changing
Scriptures. I pray that you will be obedient to them, and teach
others to do the same.
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